
 Did you know that the Sippican Historical Society is a non-
profit organization that relies on members and donors to maintain our 
museum and to provide informative and educational pro-
grams?  Membership dues are deductible for federal income tax pur-
poses (to the extent permitted by law). Each year the SHS relies on 
donations from individuals like you to provide the foundation of sup-
port on which all of the SHS's success is built. Members and donors 
make a difference! 

 There are many reasons to be a member of the Sippican His-
torical Society.  Members are part of a community of people who 
value our mission and the educational programming we offer to 
stimulate minds and promote a greater appreciation for the historic 
New England values which have been so important to Marion over 
the years.  Members and donors provide vital support for the acquisi-
tion and preservation of our Museum's distinctive and important col-
lection of artifacts and historic materials.  The generosity of our mem-
bers and donors enables the SHS to champion the vital roles of pre-
serving the history and unique character of Marion and developing 
an appreciation for the Marion heritage and how it is relevant to-
day.  In addition, member generosity allows us to present interesting 
and inspiring educational programs to many people each year.  We 
thank our members and donors for your continuing loyalty and enthu-
siasm, and we look forward to welcoming and working with new 
members. 
 Why Not Bring the Kids?  History is not just for adults!  Why 
not bring them to the Museum?  Everything has a history, and no 
matter what interests us, there is a history behind it.  History is in-
variably helpful in understanding the present, and history taught to 
our children plays a role in shaping their values and beliefs.  
 To all our members, past and present, thank you for being 
such a valued part of the SHS community.  We encourage current 
members to renew and continue your generous support.  If you're not 
a member yet, please join now and support our efforts to preserve 
Marion's history. 
 

With warmest regards, Sally & Jilline 
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Lynda Ames Shares Online Genealogy Resources at August Program 

 
At her highly-informative August program, Heritage Hunt, local genealogist Lynda Ames shared her 
expertise on researching the family tree using methods both traditional and technological.  Below, 
she offers a summary of the available online resources: 
 
NEHGS- New England Historical Genealogic Society in Boston-Mass VR to 1915, genealogies, NE re-
cords www.americanancestors.org  PAID SUBSCRIPTION 
 
Ancestry-Census, vital records, photos, family trees, directories, church records, military records etc.
 www.ancestry.com  PAID SUBSCRIPTION 
 
Massachusetts State Archives- All records relating to government of the Commonwealth 
 www.sec.state.ma.us/arc  FREE 

U.S. National Archives- All records relating to the federal government 
 www.archives.gov   FREE 

GenealogyBank- 300 years of US newspapers, SSDI, obits, historic documents etc. 
 www.genealogybank.com  PAID SUBSCRIPTION 

Family Search (LDS Church)-worldwide births, marriages, christenings, family trees, access to Mormon 
Library data & microfilm loan  www.familysearch.org  FREE 
 
Footnote- partnered with National Archives. Original historic documents from Colonial to current 
 www.footnote.com  PAID SUBSCRIPTION 

USGenweb- Access to all US states and their research links. Each state different according to host. 
 www.usgenweb.org   FREE 

Canadian Genweb- Access to all Provinces with links. Each province different according to host. 
 www.canadagenweb.org  FREE 

England/Wales Archives- Access to British records & history with many online links to Counties 
 www.nationalarchives.gov.uk FREE SEARCH w/no online pay at present 

Scotland Archives-Access census, VR & parish records with capability of printing out original docu-
ments.  www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk  FREE SEARCH w/ online pay 
 
Family Routes Research Services- Research assistance, lectures, instruction etc. 

www.myfamilyroutes.com  FREE ADVICE-PAID SERVICES 

Lynda recommended using caution when signing up for  
introductory membership offers, as they can prove difficult to cancel. 

T h e  O l d  L a n d i n g  

http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc
http://www.archives.gov
http://www.genealogybank.com
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.footnote.com
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://www.canadagenweb.org
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
http://www.myfamilyroutes.com
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Did You Know? 

DǊƻǾŜǊ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΣ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ άIƻƴŜǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦέ  Iƛǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊŀŎƛǘȅΣ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴπ

ǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

strongest leaders.  He was, however, not without his secrets. In fact, he had a very large secret that he 

took to the graveτ a secret right on the roof of his mouth. 

In early June of 1893, Cleveland noticed a bump on his palate, in the spot where the tip of his beloved 

cigars would rest as he chewed them.  The bump was determined to be a cancerous tumor.  Worried that 

public disclosure of his diagnosis would worsen the economic panic that plagued the country at the time, 

Cleveland decided to keep his secret from all but a select few, and he only agreed to have the tumor re-

moved if it was done in seclusion, under the 

tightest of security.  Not even his Vice Presi-

dent, Adlai Stevenson, was privy to the truth.  

And so two months later, President Cleveland 

sailed into Long Island Sound, and embarked 

on a journey that would ultimately redefine 

his reputation.   

The operation was conducted aboard the 

Oneida, a yacht owned by close friend Elias 

.ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇŀǊƭƻǊΣ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ 

bound to the mast served in lieu of an operat-

ing table.  A single bulb lit the space.  Six of 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ōƻƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƎŀƭƭŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ фл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΣ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘǳƳƻǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǇŀƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƧŀǿōƻƴŜ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

wholly through the mouthτto leave no external scarsτthe surgery left the President disfigured.  After a 

rest of two weeks at his Gray Gables home in Bourne, Cleveland reboarded the Oneida for a second, re-

constructive surgery, in which a vulcanite prosthetic was installed.  The hard rubber device plugged the 

hole in his mouth, essentially restoring his speech and appearance. 

A generally trusting press and public was told that the President had merely suffered a toothache and had 

several rotten teeth removed.  Not everyone was convinced, though.  Late that summer, The Philadelphia 

Press published an expose by Elisha Jay Edwards, describingτwith remarkable accuracyτthe clandestine 

operation.  The story, however, was vehemently denied and its author discredited and essentially put out 

ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфмтΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜπ

cret operation took place, that the truth came to light. W.W. Keene, one of the physicians who per-

formed the surgery, publicly confessed the secret via the Saturday Evening Post.  And so it was that one 

of the best-kept secrets in the American presidency was finally exposed.  Did you know? 

Cleveland aboard the Oneida in 1898. 



Give the Gift of History! 

Many thanks for the wonderful artifacts recently donated or lent by our 

generous members and the general public.  Weôre not done yet, though.  The 

Curatorôs Wish List still includes items pertaining to:  

ß Kittansett During WWII  

ß Gateway Bus  

ß Silvershell Beach before 1953  

ß Hornetôs Nest  

ß Postcards of South Street Fire Station  

ß Sippican Hotel prior to final renovation  
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 Those searching for a nice gift need look no further than the SHS Museum Gift Shop, where we have many 
wonderful items available for purchase.  ̧ ƻǳƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ WŀƴŜ ¸ƻƭŜƴΩǎ The Mary Celeste:  An 
Unsolved Mystery from History ŀƴŘ YŀǘŜ {ŀƭƭŜȅ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ Francis Marion and the Legend of the Swamp Fox . 
For teens and adults, we have The Ghost ShipΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ IƛŎƪǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
crew of the Mary Celeste; Maritime Marion, Images of America: Marion and Marion in the Golden Age, 
written by our own Judith Rosbe; The Gibson Girl & Her America: The Best Drawings of Charles Dana Gibson 
and A Picture Postcard History of Marion, Massachusetts, edited by SHS Curator Pete Smith.   

For folks inclined to put pen to paper, we have several lovely note card packages, including those with images 
ƻŦ hƭŘ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎŀ мупнΣ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ tŀǊǎƻƴǎΩ ǊƛŎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ 
of the Village corner of Front and Main.  We also offer reproduction maps, mousepads, posters and coasters, 
even a lovely antique floral print gift-wrap for the perfect finishing touch.  All proceeds go directly to the sup-
port of the Sippican Historical Society, so be sure to keep us in mind when heading out to make a purchase, 
and give the gift of history! 

Memorial Garden Gets a Facelift 

Weeding and pruning and plantingτƻƘ ƳȅΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ {I{ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ȅƻǳ 

ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ-improved.  Thanks to the hard work of several Board volunteers, summer visi-

tors and Eden Landscapes, the Garden is lovelier than ever.  We encourage you to take a walk through and 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴπ

ǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ōŜŀǳǘȅΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 

behind the Museum is our Memorial Garden?  It was established in 1997, funded by a generous gift from a 

private family and intended as a spot to rest and remember, as well as to celebrate life and nature.  Originally 

landscaped by Charles Dupont and designed by Patty Wilde, it has become a favorite destination of village 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎǇƻǘ ƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀπ

tion of a loved one, please contact SHS at (508)748-1116. 
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November Happenings from yesteryear . . . 

In the  November 2, 1915 Massachusetts state referendum, suf-

frage was a hotly contested issue.  At left is an image from a 

booklet produced by the Massachusetts Anti-Suffrage Commit-

tee, offering strong opinions on the ballot question and soliciting 

opposition to the proposed Constitutional Amendment enabling 

women to vote.  References by Thomas Jefferson and Daniel 

²ŜōǎǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜƴŘ ŎǊŜŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛπ

ǘƛƻƴΦ  WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άbŀǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

weaker sex for protection, rather than the direction of govern-

ƳŜƴǘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ мфмр ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴπ

dum failed, Massachusetts women finally cast their votes exactly 

five years later, in the November 2, 1920 federal election. 

Marion resident Sarah Cobb Briggs is pictured (left) with her son, Ar-

thur.  On November 5, 1872, Sarah and her other young child, Sophia, 

ƭŜŦǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ IŀǊōƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ 

Spooner Briggs, on brigantine Mary Celeste.  The family and crew 

were bound for Genoa.  Tragically, they were never seen again.  

Young Arthur did not accompany his family on the trip, but stayed in 

Marion to begin his schooling.  After the disappearance of his 

mother, father and sister, Arthur remained in town and was raised by 

his grandmother and uncle. 

This drawing of fellow artist Robert Lea MacCameron was done 

ƛƴ мфмл ōȅ /ŜŎƛƭ /ƭŀǊƪ 5ŀǾƛǎΦ  bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά5ŀǾƛǎέ ƛǎ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

her signature.  As this portrait was created during the period of 

estrangement and impending divorce from Richard Harding 

Davis, Cecil reverted to using her maiden name.  Shortly after 

aǊΦ 5ŀǾƛǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŜȄπ

pressed an abiding love for Cecil and deep regret for his behav-

ior toward the end of their marriage, Cecil resumed using her 

married name when signing her work. 
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(Above) Kittansett Point was 

irrevocably altered.  Post-

hurricane, only the roof of this 

cottage remained intact.  The 

remainder of the cottage was 

splintered. 

(Left) The massive storm de-

stroyed all the outbuildings 

on Bird Island, leaving only 

the Lighthouse standing.  

(Above) Uprooted trees destroyed 

streets and sidewalks in town. 

(Right) Cars 

were 

crushed by 

toppled 

trees. 

(Above) A few smiles could be found.  Here, 

two men stand in waist-high water in front 

ƻŦ ¢ŀōƻǊΩǎ 5ŜȄǘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜΦ 

(Left) 

Up-

rooted 

trees 

de-

stroyed 

streets 

and side-

walks in 

town. 
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ό!ōƻǾŜύ ²ŀǘǘǎΩ .ƻŀǘȅŀǊŘ ŀǘ hƭŘ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ 

in ruins. 

ό[ŜŦǘύ .ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ 

Boatyard at Island 

Wharf was also 

destroyed. 

(Right) The cor-

ner of Front and 

Cottage Streets 

was left knee-

deep in water. 

The storm surge 

deposited boats 

all over the 

coastline.  At 

left, three men 

pose by boats 

tossed by the 

hurricane onto 

Front Street. 

(Left) Hoyt 

Hall was 

submerged. 

(Above) The Beverly Yacht clubτthen at its Kittansett 

Point locationτwas left in ruins. 

ό[ŜŦǘύ IŜƴǊȅ 5ŜƭŀƴƻΩǎ 

house at Old Landing was 

completely destroyed. 



N o v e m b e r  O f f e r i n g s   

f r o m  O u r  F r i e n d s  a t   

H i s t o r i c  N e w  E n g l a n d  
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P.O. Box 541 

Marion, MA  02738 

Behind the Canvas   Sunday, November 6, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Phillips House, 34 Chest-

nut Street, Salem, Mass.   $5 Historic New England members, $10 nonmem-
bers.   Registration is recommended. Call 978-744-0440 for more information.  

Salem Wine Imports Grand Tasting  Friday, November 11, 6:30-9:00 p.m.  Colo-

nial Hall, 231 Essex Street, Salem, Mass.   Tickets are available by contacting Salem Wine 
Imports at 978-741-9463. 

Beginning Orchid Growing   Saturday, November 19, 10:00 a.m. ς noon  Lyman Es-

tate Greenhouses, 185 Lyman Street, Waltham, Mass.   $30 Historic New England mem-
bers, $35 nonmembers.    Call 781-891-1985 for more information.. 

Holiday Gift Sale   Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, November 26, 27, and 28, 11:00 a.m. 

- 5:00 p.m.   Gropius House, 68 Baker Bridge Road, Lincoln, Mass.   Admission is free to the 
gift sale.   Call 781-259-8098 for more information. 

https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6652-.aspx
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/phillips-house
https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6719-.aspx
http://colonialhallatrockafellas.com/directions.php
http://colonialhallatrockafellas.com/directions.php
https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6644-.aspx
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/lyman-estate-greenhouses
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/lyman-estate-greenhouses
https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6761-.aspx
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/Gropius%20House

