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PRESIDENTS’ LETTER

Did you know that the Sippican Historical Society is a non-
profit organization that relies on members and donors to maintain our
museum and to provide informative and educational pro-
grams? Membership dues are deductible for federal income tax pur-
poses (to the extent permitted by law). Each year the SHS relies on
donations from individuals like you to provide the foundation of sup-
port on which all of the SHS's success is built. Members and donors
make a difference!

There are many reasons to be a member of the Sippican His-
torical Society. Members are part of a community of people who
value our mission and the educational programming we offer to
stimulate minds and promote a greater appreciation for the historic
New England values which have been so important to Marion over
the years. Members and donors provide vital support for the acquisi-
tion and preservation of our Museum's distinctive and important col-
lection of artifacts and historic materials. The generosity of our mem-
bers and donors enables the SHS to champion the vital roles of pre-
serving the history and unique character of Marion and developing
an appreciation for the Marion heritage and how it is relevant to-
day. In addition, member generosity allows us to present interesting
and inspiring educational programs to many people each year. We
thank our members and donors for your continuing loyalty and enthu-
siasm, and we look forward to welcoming and working with new
members.

Why Not Bring the Kids? History is not just for adults! Why
not bring them to the Museum? Everything has a history, and no
matter what interests us, there is a history behind it. History is in-
variably helpful in understanding the present, and history taught to
our children plays a role in shaping their values and beliefs.

To all our members, past and present, thank you for being
such a valued part of the SHS community. We encourage current
members to renew and continue your generous support. If you're not
a member yet, please join now and support our efforts to preserve
Marion's history.

With warmest regards, Sally & Jilline






http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc
http://www.archives.gov
http://www.genealogybank.com
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.footnote.com
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://www.canadagenweb.org
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
http://www.myfamilyroutes.com
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strongest leaders. He was, however, not without his secrets. In fact, he had a very large secret that
took to the grave a secret right on the roof of his mouth.

In early June of 1893, Cleveland noticed a bump on his palate, in the spot where the tip of his belov
cigars would rest as he chewed them. The bump was determined to be a cancerous tumor. Worrie
public disclosure of his diagnosis would worsen the economic panic that plagued the country at the
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Cleveland decided to keep his secret from all but a select few, and he only agreed to have the tumoy re-

moved if it was done in seclusion, under the
tightest of security. Not even his Vice Pres
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And so two months later, President Clevela
sailed into Long Island Sound, and embarkg
on a journey that would ultimately redefine
his reputation.

The operation was conducted aboard the
Oneida, a yacht owned by close friend Eliag$”
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bound to the mast served in lieu of an operg .

ing table. A single bulb lit the space. Six of Cleveland aboard th@neidain 1898.
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wholly through the mouth to leave no external scarsthe surgery left the President disfigured. After g
rest of two weeks at his Gray Gables home in Bourne, Cleveland reboarded the Oneida for a secon
constructive surgery, in which a vulcanite prosthetic was installed. The hard rubber device plugged
hole in his mouth, essentially restoring his speech and appearance.

A generally trusting press and public was told that the President had merely suffered a toothache ar
several rotten teeth removed. Not everyone was convinced, though. Late that surmheeRhiladelphia
Presgoublished an expose by Elisha Jay Edwards, desarikiitg remarkable accuraaythe clandestine
operation. The story, however, was vehemently denied and its author discredited and essentially pt
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cret operation took place, that the truth came to light. W.W. Keene, one of the physicians who per-
formed the surgery, publicly confessed the secret via3heurday Evening PosAnd so it was that one
of the bestkept secrets in the American presidency was finally exposed. Did you know?
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Those searching for a nice gift need look no further than the SHS Museu8h@uit where we have many
wonderful items available for purchase. 2 dzy 3 NXB I RSNA | NB arbdeNBry Qekesteéd\y 2 2 &
Unsolved Mystery from History Y R Y I (S { IFrariciSMarion anid ¥i&SLed@eid of the SwarRpx.

For teens and adults, we haléie GhostShip . NA Yy | A01aQ | 002dzyi 2F GKS
crew of the Mary Celestélaritime Marion, Images of America: Mariomnd Marion in the Golden Agge

written by our own Judith Rosb&he Gibson Girl & Her America: The Best Drawings of Charles Dana Gibson
andA Picture Postcard History of Marion, Massachusettglited by SHS Curator Pete Smith.

For folks inclined to put pen to paper, we have several lovely note card packages, including those with image
2F hfR [FYRAY3I OANDI wmynuI 2F 2dzNJ 246y aSY2NALIt D
of the Village corner of Front and MailVe also offer reproduction maps, mousepads, posters and coasters,
even a lovely antique floral print giftrap for the perfect finishing touchAll proceeds go directly to the sup-

port of the Sippican Historical Society, so be sure to keep us in mind when heading out to make a purchase,
and give the gift of history!

Weeding and pruning and plantmg2 K Y & H L¥ &2dz2Q0S LI aasSR GKS {1
y20AOSR (KI i -impibeed. Thadka fo the'Hard Watk@Kseveral Board volunteers, summer visi-
tors and Eden Landscapes, the Garden is lovelier than ever. We encourage you to take a walk through and
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behind the Museum is our Memorial Garden? It was established in 1997, funded by a generous gift from a
private family and intended as a spot to rest and remember, as well as to celebrate life and nature. Originall
landscaped by Charles Dupont and designed by Patty Wilde, it has become a favorite destination of village
NEaARSYy(ia YR OAaAaAG2NBRD LT @82dzQR fA1S G2 KStL Y
tion of a loved one, please contact SHS at (508)7455.
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his grandmother and uncle.

VOLUME 10, ISSUE 2 PAGE 5 \\

NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS FROM YESTERYEAR. ..

Marion resident Sarah Cobb Briggs is pictured (left) with her son, Ar-
thur. On November 5, 1872, Sarah and her other young child, Sophig,
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Spooner Briggs, on brigantine Mary Celeste. The family and crew
were bound for Genoa. Tragically, they were never seen again.
Young Arthur did not accompany his family on the trip, but stayed in
Marion to begin his schooling. After the disappearance of his
mother, father and sister, Arthur remained in town and was raised by

This drawmg of fellow artist Robert Lea MacCameron was done
AY mMdomn o6& /SOAf [/ EFN)] 5F@Aao
her signature. As this portrait was created during the period of
estrangement and impending divorce from Richard Harding

Davis, Cecil reverted to using her maiden name. Shortly after, ‘g
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pressed an abiding love for Cecil and deep regret for his behayzss= — /
ior toward the end of their marriage, Cecil resumed using her & é
married name when signing her work. / j = Im,._..,&
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@hp Taspe Againﬁt ' Inthe November 2, 1915 Massachusetts state referendum, suf-
MWoman %uﬁ‘ragp frage was a hotly contested issue. At left is an image from a
booklet produced by the Massachusetts Agtiffrage Commit-
tee, offering strong opinions on the ballot question and soliciting
opposition to the proposed Constitutional Amendment enabling
women to vote. References by Thomas Jefferson and Daniel
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weaker sex for protection, rather than the direction of govern-
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dum failed, Massachusetts women finally cast their votes exactly
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-~ five years later, in the November 2, 1920 federal election. /
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THOUGH THIS YEAR'S LATE SUMMER HURRICANE UNDOUBTEDLY LEFT SOME
DAMAGE IN ITS WAKE, ITS LEGACY CAN'T BEGIN TO COMPARE TO THAT OF THE
HURRICANE THAT TORE THROUGH MARION ON SEPTEMBER 21, 1938
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| Boatyard at Islang
| Wharf was also
i iz destroyed.
61 62080 21 L2l el [ §F 0
in ruins.

(Right) The cor-
ner of Front and
Cottage Streets
was left knee - » ;
deep in water. > = it : : 7+ "+ | deposited boats
e - i, all over the
coastline. At
left, three men
pose by boats
tossed by the
hurricane onto
Front Street.

+ (Left) Hoyt
FEURVES
submerged.

(Above) The Beverly Yacht ctuthen at its Kittansett
Point locatiorr was left in ruins.

O[ STFGO 1 SYyNE 5Sfl y2Q3
=l house at Old Landing was
||l completely destroyed.
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https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6652-.aspx
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/phillips-house
https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6719-.aspx
http://colonialhallatrockafellas.com/directions.php
http://colonialhallatrockafellas.com/directions.php
https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6644-.aspx
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/lyman-estate-greenhouses
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/lyman-estate-greenhouses
https://shop.historicnewengland.org/p-6761-.aspx
http://www.historicnewengland.org/historic-properties/homes/Gropius%20House

